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I write on behalf of the Court Execative Committes of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit concerning the|American Bar Association™s Resolution on Citations. The members

of our Court Executive Comapittee include myself, Judge Brownmg, Judge Schroeder, Judge
Reinhardt, Judge Kozinski, ahd Judge O"Scaynlam. Judge Hawking has recused himself from

1 begin by mdicating
published opinions. Indecd,

ur styong support for the electronic dissemination of our Cowt’s
his Court has had its opinions available on our own electronuc

any law schools throughout the country have also set up systems for
kninions electromcally. We support those efforts.

We have, however, cdacerns about the alternative case citation system proposed in the
jeularly the requiremnent of having the coust issue 2 sequential gumber for

the decisions. The comt's ddcket number of case number is the key to the history of the case, its

current statys and all documants in the case. A citation which does not incinde the docket

We also balieve the résolution, a5 drafied, is not clear as to whether all decisions and
dispositive orders of the would require a sequential mumbet, or just those decisions that
bave precedeptial value, or we would consider “publishable”. Nor do we favor requiring
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paragraph oumbers. We belipve the court should be responsibie for the text of the opinion and
imitial page oambering,

We do not behevs thg case has bean made for the citation system proposed by the ABA

reschution. We believe the t “Bluebook™ system for citing opinions is an effective mmethod
of citing to court opinjons. We urge your committee to opce again recommend against adoption
of the citalion systern

Thank you for the oppromn:litytu comment.

byrhsAmmmBzAsmanm

Very truly yuurs.,

e

Procter R, Hug, Jr.
Chief Judge

Cathy Catterson, Clerk of Comt




